





MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Our annual Business Meeting was held last month in Portland.
Thanks to all of those who attended, and to the registrars of
Portland and environs who were so accomodating. We enjoyed
getting to know you and your museums.

The complete minutes from the Business Meeting appear later
in this newsletter. However, I'd like to briefly highlight a few
of the proceedings here. .

RC=-WR dues will increase from $5 to $10 beginning Jan. 1,
1988, For the last two years it has cost the Committee $8-9 per
member to service each member (considering the many mailings you
receivel) Luckily, several generous contributions have helped to
offset this discrepancy. We'd like to ensure a healthy financial
complexion next year though, and so a membership increase was
approved unanimously. Brown-bag a lunch or two, and send us a
renewal check! 1It's worth it!

Some !!!INEW!!!] RC-WR services have just been instituted.
Check out the last page for a description. We hope they'll serve
your needs.

The WMC 1988 annual meeting (and our next, annual Business
Meeting) will be held in September in San Diego. Every attempt
will be made to ensure as many sessions of interest to registrars
as possible. Please send any program proposals you may have to
me. A theme has not yet been determined, so the sky's the limit!
The more proposals, the more likely the more RC-WR sponsored
sessions. The RC-WR will request that an open forum be placed on
the program for discussion of computer systems (the nitty-gritty
details behind many different museums' systems).

Finally, we'd like to make the newsletter 'news-y' and a
place to honor YOUR achievements. Have you recently received a
special professional award or academic degree? Been promoted?
Finished that never-ending project (eg, cataloging the
collection, renovating the storeroom)? Let us know . . . oOr,
'rat' on the person next to you too humble to blow his own horn.
(Registrars are like that, I know,--humble, that is--not rats.)

Happy year-ending!!!?@|&/?

Renee Montgomery
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NEW FACES 1IN Beth Goldberg, formerly Registrar for The Art Museun
NEW PLACES Association (merged with American Federation for Arts)is
now the Curator and Exhibition Coordinator for Sonoma
State University's Art Gallery.

Margaret Xie will leave her position as Registrar at the
University of Oregon Museum of Art to accept the
DIRECTORSHIP of the Blanden Memorial Art Museum in Fort
Dodge, Iowa. .

Sandy Troon (remember our former Communications
Chairperson for the Registrar's Committee?) is the
Interim Registrar gt the Portland Art Museum in Oregon.

Bryn Barabas is the new Registrar for the Riverside
Municipal Museum in Riverside, California,

The new Collections Associate for the Gene Autry Western
Heritage Museum is Cathy Burton. Cathy came to them
from the Southwest Museunm.

Maryhill Museum of Art is happy to announce that
they have filled the position of Registrar. Betty
Long will leave her position as Registrar at the
Contemporary Art Center in Honolulu to take over
documentation of Maryhill's collection in
Goldendale, Washington.

Maggy Willard is leaving the Bowers Museum in Los
Angeles in order to be Registrar at the Des Moines Art
Center in Des Moines, Iowa.

Julianna Leung has left the Severin Wunderman
Foundation and the new Registrar is Mr. Estelle
Hoenshelle~-Watson.

Sherry Summers from the Guggenheim Museum begins work as
Registrar for the Santa Barbara Museum of Art on Febr. 15.

The Bowers Museum in Santa Ana is looking for an Assistant
Registrar/Curatorial Assistant.

Under supervision of Registrar: 85,000 object collection,
loane, storage, packing, ohipping, insurance, condition
reporting, inventory systems, assistance with $12 million
expansion project and future computer installation.

Under supervision of Chief Curator: research collection in
area of 19/20th century American regional paintings &
decorative arts & assist with exhibition organization,
Qualifications: BA in art history, American history, museun
studies or related field, training or interest in collection
area defined, 3 years experience in registration. Send
resume, letter and 2 references to: Director, Bowers Museun,
2002 N. Main, Santa Ana, CA 92706 Deadline - January 29.
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University of Oregon Museum of Art. MUSEUM REGISTRAR.
Salary, minimum $19,500. Start ASAP, Organize &
oversee all aspects of collections management &
conservation. Knowledge & experience in all aspects of
registrarial responsibilities. Willing to undertake
handbook project cataloguing museum's entire
collection. Expertise with computer filing system
desired. BA/Art History preferred. MA/Art History or
Museology preferred. Oriental specialization sought.,

3 years professional museum experience & good writing
skills required. Include letter, vita, 3 references
and/or placement file. A/D January 31, 1988.

Director, UOMA, Univerity of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403.

“Let me Just make a little note of thot. | never seem 1o
Qegnyfh.’ng done around here uniess | make little .
© pofes.” .

MISCELLANEA....veesesveeesceesa. IMPORTANT MISCELLANEA.......c...

Congratulations to Bryan Cooke of Cooke's Crating in Los
Angeles. Bryan's wife gave birth to Kevin Masami Cooke on

October 12.

Elaine Deutsch, former Registrar at the Santa Barbara Museum
of Art has a latest acquisition in the form of a boy born on
May 21st. Welcome to Joseph Deutsch.

Debra Neese Lehane, Registrar for the Art Commission of San
Francisco proudly announces the birth of her daughter,
Jamie Denise on September 22, Why doesn't someone tell
Debra that Registrars ALWAYS have boys???7712



Meeting summaries of the workshop held at the Southwest
Museum on October 2, 1987. The workshop was sponsored
by CAM.

DOCUMENTING COLLECTIONS WHEN DOCUMENTATION DOES NOT
ALREADY EXIST

Mary Korenic, Museum Educator at the Milwaukee Publie
Museum & former Registrar of the Wyoming State Museun,
opened the first session with a discussion on the many
problems encountered with undocumented collections,
@.g., objects with no accession numbers, objects never
rogistered, objects with more than one number, etc.
Mary proposed a strategy for documenting collections.
The first step would be to inventory both objects &
records to determine which objects are actually in the
museum, on loan, which objects have records, etc. A
diagram was used to illustrate this strategy:

PHOTQGRAPH
c E
: _CATEGORIZE R
LITERATURE SEARCH READ QBJECT PERSORREL SURVEY
DOCUMENT FILE

(accession file, catalogue file)

Photographing the object is useful for identification &
for publications. Categorizing refers to bresking down
information into smaller sections to determine which
objects are part of another collection, or objects given
by another donor. ¥Five questions can be asked in order
to obtain a minimal level of documentation: 1) What is
the taxonomic hierarchy, 2) Where is the object from, 3)
What is the age of the object, 4) What other artifacts
does the museum have from this same period or artist,
and 5) How was the object used? Information is also
obtained by searching records & files, checking books &
journals, and conducting personal surveys of former
employees, donor's relatives and museum volunteers.

Mary stressed the importance of "reading” the object by
observing tags, manufacture marks, restoration, patent
dates, absence of parts, etc. Once information is
obtained it should be placed into data filoo.

The second speaker was Ted Greenberg, Registrar of
Permanent Collections of The Fine Arts Museums of San
Francisco. Ted emphasized the use of an number with an
"X" prefix to identify undocumented objects. The "XV
number is useful for identification purposes until the
object can be researched & information cross-referenced
if information is found. It is best to place the "X"
number on a tag or removeable label. All "X" numbers
have their own file and information card.



A panel discussion followed with Sarah Kennigton,
Registrar of the Museum of Cultural History, UCLA, Ted
Greenberg and Mary Korenic. Mary pointed out that if an
object has no accession number it may be an accessory to
an object or possibly catalogued in a lot with other
objects. OShe stressed the importance of doing an
inventory to avoid this problem. Sarah stated that her
museun assigns object numbers to undocumented objects
rather than an "x" number and questioned whether or not
those objects should be accessioned first or
deaccessioned. Ted stated that objects should first be
documentedso that in 25 years they become museun
property if still unclaimed. This provision is
supported by California Bill #603 passed by the state
legislature. After this, they can then be deaccessioned
following your museum's procedure.

During the question and answer period the points were
emphasized that objects need to be tagged before
building up documentation files and the importance of
keeping track of objects with temporary tags.
s+eessssssssccscseBubmitted by Mark Cattanack, Assistant
Registrar, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History

LABELLING MUSEUM OBJECTS
Methods of labeling museum objects were addressed by a
panel of four experts.

Linda Strauss, Asst. Conservator at the Getty Museunm,
began the presentation by stating that numbering objects
is not difficult if the appropriate materials are used.
One must know the general guidelines, but if in doubt, a
conservator should be consulted. She described a basie
accession numbering kit as follows: a) B-72, a stable
acrylic which is used as a thin undercoat & more thickly
applied as an overlayer, b) India, white opaque or
ultraviolet ink, c¢) Pen or brush for marking and d) paper
towels.

Techniques for Marking Museum Objects

Ms. Strauss then discussed marking a variety of surfaces.
General guidelines include the use of the B-72 method,
which should only be applied to unfinished surfaces on
furniture in an area unseen when the object is on
display. Ultra-violet ink can sometimes be applied to
glass or ceramics when the object must be viewed from all
angles, but it must be done under a special ultra-violet
set-up. This method is now only being used on a trial
basis & often must be repeated every few years.
Photographs can be marked lightly with pencil on the
reverse and paintings on the stretchers. Textiles can
either have a tape numbered with indelible ink sewn into
them or be identified by suspended paper tags from a



padded hanger. Porous ceramic surfaces can be preparsd
with a thicker coat of B-72. Use of metal tags for armor
was cautioned against because of their abrasiveness
against metalic surfaces.

Conservation Program, & Sharon Blank, Objects
Conservator, LACMA, outlined a series of problems
assoclated with incorrect numbering procedures:

adhesive labels on ceramice leave a residue, on metals
cause corrosion. Tags with metal rims attached by
string tags can erode and nick the surface of furniture.
Marking ink can fade into surfaces and B-72 can dissolve
such surfaces as celluloid. It was advised in such
cases to use an earth pigment or India ink watercolor.
Baskets can effectively be marked by placing indelible
ink numbers on Japanese rice paper which is then adhered
to the basket surface by B-72.

Labeling Natural History Objects

Lynn Barkley, Collections Manager, Birds & Mammals of
the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County
discussed the scientific value of natural history
objects. To have any scientific or historical value, a
specimen must have associated data containing at
minimum: object name, locality of origin and date
collected., Additional information including name &
number of trapper is referred to as "field information."
Field information can be incorporated in a larger tag,
accompanying the smaller tag directly attached to the
specimen.

Tags of 100% rag, PH-neutral, 20 # weight, ligament free
paper are attached to mammal skins above the ankle joint
on the right leg. They are tied with nylon or
reinforced synthetic thread (natural threads will rot)
with a stress knot tied about 1" away from the tag.

This avoids unnecessary handling of the skin itself.
Bones are generally numbered individually, taking care
to not cover any scientific evidence. A large paper tag
bearing all pertinent information & accession number
elrcady marked on the bone. Fluld spuvcimens are both
tagged inside vial on the speciment itself, as well as
with a plastic coated paper such as Tyvek on the
outside. Correct labeling is a must, although
methodology is still hotly debated. A footnote was
added that no old label should be destroyed. If it i=s
falling apart, it should be encased in mylar.

Resource Lists
This included two books on the marking of specimens:
Catherine A. Hawks, Stephen L. Williams, Care of




10.

Specimen Labels in Vertebrate Research Collections.

B-72 compound can be purchased from: Conservation
Materials, Box 2884, 340 Freeport Blvd., Sparks, Nevada
89431.

seessesscrsssesssssssssSubmitted by Margarset A. Willard,
Assistant Registrar, BOWERS MUSEUM, Santa Ana, CA
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NORCAM Meeting summary of the Northern California
MEETING Aggociation of Museums held on October 24 in
_ Oroville, CA.

Recently, the Northern California Association of
Museums held a meeting in Oroville, Butte County,
California. The topic of the meeting was collection
management policies and the speakers were Paulette
Hennum, Registrar of the Crocker Art Museum in
Sacramento and Carolyn Bond, Director of the Redding
Museum and Art Center. This was the fifth meeting of
NORCAM, an organization formed in the spring of 1986
as a measure to combat the isolation of the small
regional museums of Northern California.

NORCAM originated on the campus of California State
University, Chico under the sponsorship of the Dept.
of Anthropology. The association was formed by the
Professor of Museum Studies, Keith Johnson and a
graduate student, Margaret Bartholomew, with support
from a small steering committee. The stated purpose
of the organization is to enhance communication
between the affiliating museums and to provide a
network for mutual aid and understanding. There are
no bylaws, dues or officers. All members are welcome
to join the operating committee. More than fifty
museums are now participating members.

Three meetings are held each year, each in a different
area of the North State, hosted by the museum or
museums of that region. Already meetings have been
held in Chico, Ukiah, Tehama, Mendoecino and Oroville.
A format has been established for the meetings -
speakers and/or workshops offering technical advice &
expertise followed by tours of the local museuns.
Topics addressed to date have been fundraising,
exhibit design, volunteers, collection management
policies and techniques for clothing display. A
newsletter is issued between meetings.

NORCAM's next meeting will be held in February in
Redding and the topic will be preservation and
conservation of both artifacts and documents. The
hosting museums will be the Carter House Science
Museum and the Redding Museum and Art Center. For



further information regarding membership contact
Maergaret Bartholomew at (916} 594-7334.
sssesssssesssseSubmitted by Margaret Bartholomew

Meeting summaries from the Western Museums Conference
Annual Meeting held in Portland from Sept. 16 - 19,

INTERNATIONAL ACCESS TO MUSEUM INFORMATION
Introduction: Ronald Egherman, Deputy Director,
University Art Musseum, University of
California, Berekeley
Speaker: Steven Delroy, Chief of Documentation
Research and Consulting, Canadian Heritage
Information Network, Ottawa

Steve Delroy presented an informative, fact-filled
overview of national and international documentation
efforts, focusing on recent developments in Canada,
the United States and England.

Begun in1972, the Canadian Heritage Information
Network (CHIN) is a nationally supported program in
which 150 Canadian museums participate. The focal
point of the organization is to provide a computerized
collections management system to participating museums
and at the same time maintain two national data bases
which contain information on the collections of CHIN
clients. This CHIN system currently maintains 2.5
million records using BASIS software.

Although CHIN has long been an active member of the
Documentation Committee of ICOM {(CIDOC), they have
also recently taken a leading role in a number of
other international projects. CHIN contributes to, or
manages, the following projects:

1) A repository of stolen artifacts date base,
created by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and
Interpol, is maintained on the CHIN system. This data
base contains listings of stolen artifacts from around
the world.,

2) The Conservation Information Network is another
project which benefits from the assistance of CHIN.
CIN is a functioning network which collects and
disseminates conservation information internationally.
CHIN has contributed its expertise regarding
automation and information sharing to the project.
Beginning in September of 1987, information about
conservation is now available, on-line, throughout
Canada, the U.S. and Europe.

3) CHIN has recently completed a data exchange with
Phillips University in Marburg, West Germany. CHIN
exchanged a copy of its National Index, an index of

11.



12.

600,000 photographs of European works of art. Steve
Delroy felt that this on-line exchange was important
because of the ease with which it was accomplished.

4) A Transborder Heritage Data Flow Steering Group
has recently been established by CHIN to advise on the
creation of a convention facilitating the exchange of
information across international boundaries. The
conventions drawn up by CHIN will be presented to
UNESCO for ratification.

Delroy brought his presentation to an end with a
review of some of the issues that nmust be taken into
consideration for the international exchange of data
to take place: data standards, data ownership,
security, data quality, the laws of the countries
exchanging information, language and ethics. His
conclusion was that the future holds many interesting
possibilities for the international exchange of museun
information.

.....---.........Buhmitted by Sandr& Nath, JeWiSh Community
Museum in San Francisco

COMPUTERS NEED NOT BE TERMINAL

Stephen LeBlanc¢, Curator of Archaeology at the
Southwest Museum, Los Angeles, and Peter Welsh, Deputy
Director and Chief Curator at the Heard Museum of
Phoenix, led this workshop whieh focused on the
successful planning and implementation of computer
projects for collections management. The following is
& brief summary of their presentation:

Both speakers stressed the need for staff involvement
at many different levels in the planning stages. It
is essential for those who are going to use the system
to be involved at an early stage so that their
particular needs can be addressed at the outset. Mr.
Welch went on to speak about the various
misconceptions which have arisen in museums over the
past decade concerning the kinds of preparation which
should be undertaken when embarking upon a project of
this kind. He stressed the need for clear
communication between departments and staff members as
to which elements of data are truly significant in a
glven instance. He was quick to add that this does
not mean a lengthy & laborious sorting of the manual
system into new data fields, but rather a consensus
among the staff as to what constitutes meaningful
information about a given object in the context of the
museun's collections. Mr. Welch spoke at some length
regarding the levels of information which exist for
any object: historical & cultural content, personal
use, decorative elements or imagery, shape, weight,
chemical composition and so on. In order to implement
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a truly successful computerization project it is first
necessary to prioritize the existing information.

Mr. LeBlanc¢ enlarged upon this issue in addressing the
difference between data entry & recataloguing, the
latter being an ongoing funection of collections
management for which the computer can serve as a
powerful tool, and the former being the transfer of
significant information from the manual system into
the computer. It is not necessary to recatalog before
data entry. Both speakers strongly recommended
entering data from the manual records as it exists and
allowing the computer to aid in the sorting.

Mr. LeBlanc presented a brief explanation of some of

the most misunderstood concepts encountered by

collection managers in the process of considering an
automated system:

Operating Systems - these are the programs which tell the
computer how to process the information we enter. They
come in two basic forms, generic and proprietary. A
proprietary system can only be operated on one kind of
machine, whereas generic systems are more flexible. The
most common operating systems currently are MS-D0OS
(proprietary, single user), UNIX and PICK (both generic,
multi user, i.e. more than one person can search or edit
the same file at the same time.

Date Base Management System - This is a basic program for
storing, sorting and retreiving information. It is not
an applications program but rather a set of generic
instructions for filing and sorting.

Application Program - The applications program is a
program which is set up to do a particular task.
Collections management is an application.

It is extremely important for those planning a
computerized collections management project to understand
these terms thoroughly. Using the ARGUS system as an
example the two speakers went on to show how vocabulary
controls can be set up to avoid confusing conceptual
categories of information. The ARGUS system used by the
Southwest and Heard Museums operates a powerful subsysten
called "Lexicon" which allows the user to search for an
item on a number of related terms. Data is entered fronm
the existing records and predetermined fields are linked
to the Lexicon. Museum staff can use the Lexicon to
identify preferred terms as well as alternative spellings
and less common terms. In addition, the Lexicon allows
searches from the general to the specifiec.

Another major feature of the ARGUS software demonstrated
was the variable length field. This feature, according
to LeBlanc allows for greater flexibility in data entry
and cuts out the laborious counting of characters which
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used to be an integral part of the planning for
computerization.

During the question and answer period Rozelle Overmire, a
graduate of the Center for Musgeum Studies, John F. Kennedy
University, drew everyone's attention to & new two volume
publication entitled, Computer Resource Guideg for
Non-Profits, A fourth edition of this publication will soon
be available which will include software information for
museums in particular.

EXHIBITION CONSERVATION: SAFEGUARDING THE STORE

Karen Fisld, a graduate of the Center for Museunm

Studies, John F. Kennedy University, introduced thie workshop
led by John Burke, Conservator, Oakland Museum and Oregon Art
Institute.

Mr. Burke spoke first giving an overview of the subject and
outlining some of the most pressing problems. He spoke of
the lack of trained staff in small museums throughout the
country, the difficulties of environmental control, fire and
security programs, lighting technigques and object handling.
Some of the most basic conservation measures concern daily
housekeeping practices such as keeping doors and windows
closed to reduce dust and insect infiltration as well as to
maintain environmental temperature & humidity controls. It
is sobering to realise that even a 10 per cent rise in
temperature doubles the rate of a chemical reaction.

In the exhibition areas one of the primary sources of heat is
the lighting. For this reason objects should not be
exhibited in cases with enclosed lights. A number of
different lighting fixtures are currently available.
Incandescent lighting is low in ultraviolet light but high in
infrared which produces heat. Fluorescent lighting fixtures
& those with quartze rather than glass envelopes are high in
transmitted ultraviolet light. This can cause fading as well
as other kinds of degradation. Dichroic light fixtures are
now available which filter out much of the heat from the
infrared wavelengths & which transmit the ultraviolet
wavelengths through the back of the fixture cutting down the
exposure to the objects on exhibit.

Another majJor concern for exhihlitlon conservalion ls Lhe
hazard of case materials which exude vapors harmful to the
objects placed within them. Acidic vapors accelerate
destructive reactions & the ssaled case can become the cause
of damage if harmful vapors accumulate in the
micro-environment. Formaldehyde is one of the most
destructive elements in plywood, glues & particle board used
for case construction. The Oskland Museum has had success
with aluminized plastic sheeting called, Marble seal, which
acts as a barrier in cases with sensitive materials.
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In addition they use laundered synthetic fabrics rather than
natural fibers to line exhibition cases in order to cut down
on harmful vapors and dust within cases. Newly varnished or
painted cases should be allowed to completely dry, generally
for at least a week, before objects are installed.

0i1 based paints should definately be avoided in the
exhibition area & even latex painted cases should remain open
& empty until they have had adequate time to cure. Rubber
based cements, white glues & silicones all release acidic
vapors & the release of solvents in some may cause melting of
plexiglas mounts as well as the softening of plastic
artifacts, now part of many historical collections.

The second part of the workshop was presented by Sonja Sopher
who addressed the issue of fluctuating relative humidity in
galleries. Ms. Sopher demonstrated a case design for wooden
panel painting in which Artsorb has been used as a buffer to
control the dimensional changes in a wooden panel painting.
Artsorb comes both in crystal form & in the form of
impregnated sheets. The sheets have been used by the Getty
and others to stabalize microenvironments with good results &
require less preparation than conventional silica gel.

CLOSING REMARKS BY PHIL STOIBER, The Heard Museum, Phoenix,
Arizona.....................-

Here is a remark from the Closing General Sesgsion Speaker at
WMC this year - Pat Murray from J.P. Murray & Assoc. in
Berkeley closed the conference with 1deas on the essence of
leadership: leadership comes from serious thought & reliable
action & "there's nothing more powerful than being yourself."

CASSETTE LENDING LIBRARY

A new cassette is now available from the 1987 Annual Meeting
of the Western Museums Conference held in Portland from Sept.
16-19, 1987. It is titled "Fellowship Skills," & concerns
itself with developing a productive relationship with your
director. Approaches are suggested 1o eliminate
communication problems & frustrations while increasing
employee enthusiasm & job satisfaction. Like our other
tapes, this one is available for borrowing by RC-WR members
only. It will be loaned for a period of two weeks for a two
dollar postage/handling fee. Return postage is the
responsibility of the borrower. Requests should be sent to
Louis Goldich, Treasurer, RC-WR, San Diego Museum of Art,
P.0. Box 2107, San Diego, CA 92112-2107. Checks should be
made payable tot RC-WR.

For a complete list of all 26 cassettes available from the
1987 Annual Meeting of the Western Museums Conference,
contact: Audio Archives International, Inc., 3043 Foothill
Blvd., Ste. 2, La Crescenta, CA 91214. Or call (818)
957-0874.
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MUSEUM

COMPUTER
NETWORK
ANNUAL
MEETING

Meeting summary from the MUSEUM COMPUTER NETWORK 1987 ANNUAL
CONFERENCE held October 13-14 in Cambridge, Massachusetts

A recurring theme of "standardization" was set by keynote
speaker, David Bearman, MCN board member. Throughout the
conference this idea was brought up in various ways. DBearman
stressed standardization of exchange data so that different
computer systems could interconnect. Jane Sledge of the
Smithsonian Institution reported that a working Standards
Group was formed in the recent Museum Documentation Assoec.
Conference (MDA-CIDOC) held in England to set data models &
index categories. Mary Sullivan from the Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts explained how planning with CHIN experts helped
develop their system into one of information exchange. Jim
Blackaby of the Bucks County Historical Society, addressed
the revision of Nomenclature & said that AASLH is developing
software packages to support it. By mutual agreement anmong
the museum community in setting standards, open systems can
pave the way for data exchange. We can then find strength in
our diversity of computer software & hardware if there is
authority control. The obvious advantage is not having to
reinvent each new system.

This year's annual conference was geared to beginners as well
as advanced computer users. There was an entry-level
microcomputer workshop offered by the host museum, the Boston
Museum of Science, the first morning. Concurrently,
abstracts were offered by the MDA, CIDOC, NPS (National Park
Service), AHIP (Getty Art History Information Progranm),
Getty's Art & Architecture Thesauruses & CHAO (Computers in
Art Organizations of New York). Other abstracts discussed:
Common Databases for History Museums; Legal & Business Issues
in Computer Software Acquisition & Database Design.

The second day of the conference was concerned with
individual systems developments accompanied with
demonstrations of 7 computer applications from various
museuns. Among the presentations were: The Art Index of
Denmark, The Inventory of American Sculpture, Mystic Seaport
Museum computerization, Automating Archaeological
measurements & drawings (Montana State University), Princeton
University's Collection Management computers & New York State
Museunm's History Computer Project. Demonstrations included:
The Conservation Information Network, ANSC National Park
Service, Macintosh Page Maker, Arkansas Archaesological
Survey, Rosenfeld Collection Videodisc from Mystic Seaport,
MORE by Michael Sand Inc. & the Smithsonian Inventory of
American Sculpture.

Other abstracts included an overview of computer use in
museums by Dr. Steven LeBlanc from the Southwest Museum. He
suggests there is a real need to integrate computers in all
departments & to develop system vocabulary authority lists.
An Audience Behavior case study of a computerized exhibit by
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Dr. D. D. Hilke of the National Museum of American History
showed that computers helped increase comprehension of an
exhibltion by 24%. Computers competed with the hands-on
exhibit area but not with the labels within the exhibit. Th
exhibition, "Lazer at 25", was developed by SITES. Two
panels filled the afternoon pregram, one on computerization
at the Boston Museum of Science & the other on issues in
computerized collections management.

Please contact Rozelle if you wish further information.
ssssanssscsesssssSubmitted by Rozelle Overmire, Museum

Computer Specialist, San Francisco (415) 989-3945

HALON SEMINAR

Meeting summary from & seminar regarding HALON fire
suppression systems sponsored by The Health & Safety
Committee of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco.

On November 10th, a panelist of specialists addressed a
museum group cn the subject of HALON: Friend or Foe of the
Museum Environment? The panelists included Dr. Lee Wugofski
from the Center for Occupational Safety & Health, Captain
Jerry Grey from the San Francisco Fire Dept., Mr. James
Hartman, Building Engineer at FAMSF and Marvin Charney fronm
Fenwal, Inc., suppliers of HALON,

The combined experiece & expertise of the speakers made for
very informative and complete program. The main issues
centered around the hazards of inhaslation of HALON. Two
different kinds of HALON were distinguished. The gas in the
hand held canisters is hazardous & breathing aparatus is
recommended. The HALON in mounted tanks that automatically
discharge has not been proven to be a hazard to humans. Thi
was agreed upon by all of the panelists.

HALON was tauted by all panelists to be the most effective
& desirable of fire suppression systems if it is used in an
appropriate and controlled environment. Open doors, open
windows or room reconfigurations can all diminish the
effectiveness of HALON, HALON emmission comes out in a
highly pressurized blast. If objects are not secured
there can be substantial damage and risk to employees.

If HALON emmits in & dusty environment the air can

become so clouded that efficient evacuation can be
ohscured. However, the most important element of a HALON
installation is the awareness of staff. Their knowledge
about the procedures and capabilities of the system are
essential to a successful HALOW installation,

A videotape was produced and is available free of charge.
Please contact Kathy Weston, Health & Safety Committee of Th
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. Her phone number is

(4L15) 221-4481.
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In organizing this seminar a Registrar did a great thing.
Here's the background., One day this Registrar wondered, "Whj
do the signs on our storage doors tell us to evacuate if
HALOY is released? What will happen to me if I am in there
when it goes off? What about the artifacts?" She decided tc¢
get answers. Working through her museum's Health & Safety
Committee, a seminar was organized by enlisting knowledgeable
speakers (no charge), publicizing and hosting the event.

This is an example of what one registrar with a guestion &
some energy can do to get answers & to share them with other
people. What are you wondering about? Why not invite those
who know to share the information with your museun neighbors?
Tell us about it too! This is what our committee is all
about.

cecssrssscerecesssssSubmnitted by Kittu Gates, Senior
Registrar, The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco

Meeting summary for the Northern California Registrars
Committee - Western Region, Workshop and Meeting.

Northern California Registrars gathered in Stockton at the
Haggin Museum on November 19. The agenda was arranged by
Paulette Hennum and included a business meeting where a
report was given of the RC-WR meeting held at the WMC.

The meeting started with a report given regarding the work of
the National Registrars Committee Task Force on Facility
Reports. The committee is reaching a final version of a
comprehensive facility report for standardized use by all
museums in the U.S. Carl and Bill Allen of Allen Insurance
Associates led an effective discussion about how Registrars
can actively help keep insurance premiums lower. Risk
management is heavily dependent upon how effectively a
Registrar does his or her job. Highlights of the HALON
seminar videotape (mentioned above) were shown. The meeting
ended with a dazzling tour of the Haggin's exhibition,
Impressions of the Near Bast: Orientalist Art of the 19th
Century. Many thanks to the hostess for the meeting, Joanne
Avant, Registrar, The Haggin Museum.

We want to acknowledge the generosity of those commercial
enterprises providing us with their skills and expertise in
handling, transporting and "babysitting" our artifacts. The
aupport of some of these groups has been w mujor factor in
keeping the Registrars Committee - Western Region active,
informative & sane! Warm thanks to our most recent contributors.

Bryan Cooke of Cooke's Crating, Los Angeles

Roy Pateman of Wingate & Johnston, Ltd., London, England

Darren Brown of Treasure Finders, Inc,, Torrance, California

Rozell Overmire from San Francisco

Gen Prlain from The Oakland Museum

Kris Stevens from The Effie Tearu Nature Center, Carmichael, CA

Suzanne Guerra and Jeanette Schulz from the California Dept. of Parks
and Recreation

Christine Hughes from Placer County Dept. of Museums in California
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RC-WR SERVICES

Forms Clearinghouse Samples of different registration forms from
many museums can be obtained by sending a SASE to Susan Melton,
Wight Art Gallery, UCLA, 2122 Dickson Art Center, 485 Hilgard
Ave., L.A., CA 90024, (213) 825-3783. Deeds of gift, loan
agreement, condition report, collection access and volunteer
forms are only a few of the types of forms available.

Article Copies 1Included in each issue of the newsletter is a
Jist of articles recently published on various registration
topics. Xerox copies of any of these articles can be ordered by
sending a SASE to Sharon Slanovec, Los Angeles County Art Museunm,
5905 Wilshire Blvd., L.A., CA 90036, (213) 857-6062.

Back Issues of RC~WR Newsletters Carolyn Yee can provide back
newsletter issues or copies of articles therein. An index of

articles appeared in the September 1986 newsletter issue. An

updated index will be printed periodically. Carolyn Yee, 6098
Holstein, Sacramento, CA 95822, {(916) 391-3536.

Expertise Network About to conduct your museum's first
inventory? Need some advice on how to proceed with the
relocation of your collection? Martha Fulton-Stout can provide
lists of registrars or collections managers who have been
involved with these and other projects and would be willing to
share the benefit of their expertise by phone or by letter.
Lists of registrars experienced with deaccessioning, MAP II,
labelling, storage renovation, etc, etc, are available. See
Martha's address last page.

Clearinghouse of Info. on Museum Collection Management Computer
Projects Available in 1988 will be detailed information
concerning many different museums' computer systems utilized for
acquisition and exhibition processing, inventory control, etc,
etc. Contact Martha Fulton-Stout for further information.

RC-WR Travel Assistance Program A maximum grant of $50 is
offered to enable RC-WR members to attend a RC-WR meeting in
his/her state or in a neighboring state. Contact Renee
Montgomery for additional details (address last page).

Tape Lending Bank Cassette tapes of some of the sessions at the
following national and regional meetings can be borrowed by
cotitacling Louis coldich. Send 52 to cover poualage. 1986 and
1987 AAM annual meeting, 1987 AASLH annual meeting, and 1987 WMC
annual meeting. (See Louis' address last page.)

Basic Resource List All members should have received with their
1987 membership cards, a list of the fundamental books, jounals,
meetings and associations of aid to registrars or collection

managers. Contact Louis Goldich if you failed to receive a copy.
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